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versy at San Francisco. The question was raised as to
whether the Security Council should not first delegate
specific authority to the Inter-American System before the
Chapultepec procedure could properly be put into effect
and the American nations take action as a regional organ
to repel an aggression by one American state against an-
other. Article 51 of the United Nations Charter finally
recognized the right of "collective** resistance to "armed
attack." This of course did not go as far as the Act of
Chapultepec, which also contemplated possible collective
action to prevent an attack.26
On November 13, 1945, the Republic of Panama de-
posited her ratification of the Charter adopted at the San
Francisco Conference.27 The Isthmian state was thus pres-
ent when the first General Assembly of the United Nations
convened at London, January 10, 1946.28 Although each
member state has but one vote in the Assembly, it may
be represented by as many as five delegates. Panama was
represented at London by Roberto Jimenez and Demetrio
A. Porras. Senor Jimenez was the first Panamanian to be
honored with a high office in the world organization,
serving as Chairman of the Sixth (Legal) Committee of
the first and second parts of the First Regular Session of
the General Assembly. Mario de Diego, Jorge E. Boyd,
German Gil Guardia, Octavio Mendez Pereira, Hernan
Porras, and Arfcuro de la Guardia are other citizens of the
Republic who have served as delegates to the General
Assembly during various periods of the First Session.29
Panama has thrice drawn attention by its activity with
respect to important controversial issues before the world
organization. The first such occasion was when the colonial
powers of the world, acting in accordance with Chapter XI
of the United Nations Charter dealing with "non-self gov-
erning peoples,** submitted lists of the regions under their